SYMPOSIUM   ON   CHILD-ANALYSIS
(often all through their lives) ultimately control their asocial
instincts only through fear of a 'father5 in a somewhat different
guise: the police, the law, loss of caste, etc. The same is true too
of the 'double morality3 which Anna Freud observes in children.
It is not only children who keep one moral code for the world of
adults and another for themselves and their boon companions.
Many grown-ups behave in just the same way and adopt one
attitude when they are alone or with their equals, and another
towards superiors and strangers.
I think that one reason for the difference of opinion between
Anna Freud and myself on this very important point is the
following. By the super-ego I understand (and here I am in com-
plete agreement with what Freud has taught us of its development)
the faculty which has resulted from the Oedipus development
through the introjection of the Oedipus objects, and, with the
passing of the Oedipus complex, has assumed a lasting and unalter-
able form. As I have already explained, this faculty, both during
its evolution and still more when it is completely formed, differs
fundamentally from those objects which really initiated its develop-
ment. Of course children (but also adults) will set up all kinds
of ego-ideals, installing various 'super-egos', but this surely takes
place in the more superficial strata and is at bottom determined
by that one super-ego which is firmly rooted in the child and
whose nature is immutable. The super-ego which Anna Freud
thinks is still operative in the persons of the parents is not identical
with this inner super-ego in the true sense, though I do not
dispute its influence in itself. If we wish to reach the real super-
ego, to reduce its power of operation and to influence it, our only
means of doing so is analysis. But by this I mean an analysis
which investigates the whole development of the Oedipus com-
plex and the structure of the super-ego.
To return to Anna Freud's illustration which I mentioned
before. In the boy whose highest weapon against the onslaught
of his instincts was his fear of his father we encounter a super-ego
which was certainly immature. I would rather not call such a
super-ego typically 'childish'. To take another example: The
four-year-old boy of whom I reported that he suffered from the
pressure of a castrating and cannibalistic super-ego, in complete
contrast to his kind and loving parents, has certainly not only
this one super-ego. I discovered in him identifications which
corresponded more closely to his real parents, though not by any
means identical with them. These figures, who appeared good
and helpful and ready to forgive, he called his 'fairy papa and
mamma', and, when his attitude towards me was positive, he
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